Namibia’s river 					 fisheries in crisis
Namibia is well-known for its highly productive sea fisheries, thanks to the nutrient-rich water of the
Benguela Current that sweeps north along the country’s coastline. Understandably, because of
their economic importance to the country, a lot of fisheries management emphasis is on
these marine fish stocks.
By Denis Tweddle, Project Coordinator – NNF/EU Community Conservation Fisheries in KAZA Project
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Research sampling on Lake Liambezi.
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Women and children fishing for tiny, highly prolific, floodplain fish species during the
floods, a very valuable source of animal protein.
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Fish are not just for human food, many birds are also dependent on fish and could be
affected by declining stocks, such as this fish eagle with a large tigerfish.
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MFMR and project scientists collecting data on fish catches from Lake Liambezi.

Many tonnes of these tiny floodplain fishes can be sustainably harvested during the floods
without impacting the larger, more valuable fish species in the main river channels.
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Information signboard for the Sikunga Conservancy’s Fish Protection Area.
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Nwanyi Angling Club handing over the sponsored boat to Sikunga Conservancy to
patrol the Fish Protection Area.

The Namibia Nature
Foundation (NNF), founded
in 1987, is one of the largest
non-governmental organisations
(NGO) targeting conservation
and sustainable development in
Namibia. The primary aims of the
NNF are to promote sustainable
development, the conservation of
biological diversity and natural
ecosystems, and the wise and
ethical use of natural resources
for the benefit of all Namibians,
both present and future.
www.nnf.org.na
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Sikunga Conservancy fish guards in their boat donated
by ESBboats through Nwanyi Angling Club sponsorship.
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